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EDITORDEN

Disiplinlerarasi calismalara dayanan gd¢ olgusu, zaman zaman bazi konularin daha fazla dncelik
kazandig bir alan gérinimindedir. Ornegin giinimizde afet boyutuna ulastiklari icin iklim degisiklikleri
ve gd¢ olaylarinin birlikte ele alinmasi ihtiyaci ortaya cikmistir.

Daha cok insan Uriind afet olarak ortaya ¢ikan kiresel cevre sorunlarini ele alirken, iklim degisikligi ve
g6¢ arasinda bag kuran en yakin zamandaki en énemli girisim ya da donliim noktasi, “Rebuilding and
Enhancing Programs to Resettle Refugees and Planning for the Impact of Climate Change on Migration”
(2021) adli Amerikan Hikumetinin yaymladigi rapordur.

Ayrica Birlesmis Milletler de (The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees: UNHCR) 2008 ile
2016 yillari arasinda kuraklk, taskin ve yanginlara yol acan iklim ya da hava degdisikligiyle ortalama
her yil 21 milyon insanin zorunlu olarak go¢ edecegini duyurmustur. Diinya Bankasina gore de, 2050
yilina kadar Diinya’nin 6zellikle t¢ bolgesinde (Afrika, Gliney Asya ve Latin Amerika ) 150 milyona yakin
insanin Glkelerinden go¢ edecektir.

GUnumazde artik dogal ve kiltlrel, kiresel ve yerel gibi ikiliklere dayanan analizler risk toplumunu
anlamak ve aciklamada yetersiz kalmaktadir. Ayni sekilde 1950’lerde kabul edilen Cenevre Sozlesmesi
basta olmak Uzere, yasal dizenlemeler de buginin ihtiyaclarini karsilamaktan uzaktir ve yenilenmeye
ihtiyac gdstermektedirler. Ayrica tlim (lkelerin sadece ulusal cikarlarini g6zeten si§ ve popilist
goruslerle hareket ettiklerinde kendilerinin de kayip edenler tarafinda olacagi unutulmamalidir.

Kiuresel 1sinmaya yol acan faktorlerin ve ortaya cikan etkilerin sadece dogal olmamasina badl olarak
sosyologlar da konuyla ilgilenerek kuramsal katkilarda bulunmuslardir. Bunlarin basinda 9 Ekim 2022
guni kaybettigimiz cagimizin en dnemli iklim bilimcisi olarak da taninan Fransiz distinir Bruno Latour
gelmektedir.

Latour’a gore, dogal ve kulturel olan arasinda tartismasiz kabul edilen farkin ortadan kalktigi bir Diinya
artik “risk toplumu” demektir. Risk, ayni zamanda dog@al ve kiltirelin melez olarak birlikte olmasi
anlaminda kullanilan bir kavramdir. Giddensa gdre de aslinda riskler cogu zaman insan Gran0drler.
Latour en son yazdigi iki kitapta da (“Down to Earth: Politics in the New Climatic Regime” (2018) ve
“Facing Gaia: Eight Lectures in the New Climate Regime) “Yeni iklim Rejimi” “New Climate Regime”
kavramini kullanmistir.



Latour, bu calismalarinda yerel ve kiresel arasinda fark olmadigini savunmaktadir. Ctinkd iklim konusu
hem global hem de yerel bir sorundur ve yizden birlikte vardir. Son kitabinda Latour iklim hakkinda
felsefi tartismalar da yapmaktadir. Hatta yeni bir jeo-politik organizasyon da 6nermektedir. Diger bir
ifade ile de, Yeni Dinyay! (New World) temsil edecek yeni bir kavram olarak “Terrestial” i dnermektedir.
Bu Fransizcadan cevrilmis olup “Uzerinde Yasadigimiz Diinya” (The Earth We Live On) demektir. Ona gére
Dinya Uzerinde sadece insanlar degil, bir ¢ok tir yasamaktadir. Latour bu ylzden toplumsali yeniden
toplamak istemektedir diyebiliriz. Diger bir ifade ile toplumsal kavramini sadece insanla sinirlamadan
bitki, hayvan, organik-inorganik tim bilesenleriyle toplumu yeniden tanimlamak kaciniimazdir. Bu
girisimini, Einstein’in katkilariyla fizigin Eter Kuramindan kurtulmasina benzetmektedir.

Iklim degisikligi konulari 1980’lerden buyana tiim Dinyanin giindeminde olsa da bu konuda daha
sistematik girisimler oldukca yenidir. Ornegin Birlesmis Milletlerde 2007 yilinda konu Ingiltere tarafindan
glindeme getirilmis ve ¢ok sayida faktor Gzerinde durularak hem dogal hem de insani boyutlari olan
holistik bir cercevede ele alinmistir. Bu raporun en dnemli dzelligi, “cevresel multeciler” kavramini
kullanmasidir.

Kuskusuz cevresel kosullardaki degismelerden etkilenerek gd¢ edenlerin yasal ve sosyal statiilerinin ne
olacaginin belirsiz olmasi son derece biiyik 6nem tasimaktadir. Ornegin iklim kaynakli go¢ edenlerin
milteciolarak taninip taninmayacaklari, cevresel veya iklim maltecisi mi olacaklari belirsizdir. Dolayisiyla,
mlteci hukuki statasuyle ilgili olarak yapilan tanimlar, yasal koruma ¢ercevesini ¢cizmekte ve hatta insani
guvenlik-guvencesizlik eksenini de belirlemektedir.

1957de kabul edilen Cenevre S6zlesmesi aslinda bir milteci tanimi yapmistir. Bu sdzlesme multecilerin
hukuki durumlarini tanimlamaktadir. Ancak bu tanimda hic bir bicimde dogdal veya kuraklik, sel baskin,
cOllesme veya aclik, kitlik, salgin gibi kiiresel cevre sorunlarina deginilmemektedir.

Ancak cevre ve multeci kavramlari akademik yazilarda veya sivil toplum dokiimanlarinda birlestirilmekte
ve cevre miiltecisi veya iklim miiltecisi denilmektedir. Ornegin “Cevresel Miilteci kavraminin bundan 47
yil 6nce 1976’da World Watch Institution kurucusu Amerikall cevreci Lester Russel Brown tarafindan
ilk kullanildidi gdzlenmektedir. Daha sonraki Birlesmis Milletler ¢evre raporlarinda (2017;2018) cevresel
malteci kavraminin tanimlandigina taniklik edilmektedir. Hatta cevresel Milteci (Environmental
Refugee) kadar EDPS (Environmental-induced-Displaced Persons) gibi kavramlarin da kullanildigi
bilinmektedir.



Rapora gore, cevresel multeciler varliklarini tehlikeye sokacak riskler yizinden tlkelerini terk etmek
zorunda kalan bireylerdir.

Bu bagdlamda cevresel milteciler genel semsiyesi altinda ikincil diizeyde tanimlanan bir kavram olarak
“iklim muiltecilerini” gérmekteyiz. Ote yandan bu iklimden kaynaklanan yer degistirmenin gecici-kalici
olduguna dair bazi siniflamalar da bulunmaktadir. insanlar uluslararasi mevzuatin dngéremedigi risklere
maruziyetten, zorunlu g6¢ yapmakta ve mecburen yasam alanlarini gegici veya stirekli terk etmektedirler.
Cenevre Sozlesmesinde acikca cevresel zararlarin sayilmamasi, bu gé¢cmenlerin yasal olarak multeci
statisinde kabul edilmelerini engellemektedir.

Ancak hi¢bir sey insan hayatindan daha degerli degildir ve glinimuzde bu arkaik sézlesmeden donllmesi
sarttir. Ote yandan Turkiye’nin zorunlu goc ile gelenleri bile mevzuata uymadigi icin milteci olarak
kabul etmekten kag¢inmasi gibi, bir¢ok tlke bu gé¢menlerin getirecedi ekonomik, sosyal, kltrel, siyasi
yukamldliklerden cekinerek gerekli girisimleri ertelemektedir. Nitekim Birlesmis Milletler Milteciler
Yiksek Komiserligi (UNHRC) bile iklim miultecisi veya cevresel milteci kavramlarinin yerine EDPs
(Environmentally Displaced Person) kavramini 1951 Cenevre sézlesmesi kapsaminda oldukca belirsiz
sekilde kullanmaktadir,

GO¢ konusunda kuskusuz kalkinmaci modernite yanlisi géruslerin de muhafazakar ideolojik kabulleri
ylzunden elestirilmesi gerekir. Clinku kalkinmaci projeler gelismis Bati Ulkelerinin diger az gelismis
ulkeleri kalkindiracak kuramsal ve teknik bilgiye sahip oldugunu varsayarak, diger tlkeleri kendilerini
baglama hatta kolonilestirme niyeti tasirlar. Aslinda Bati, “ Tek Diinya” (One World) anlayisiyla dodanin
da tek bir sistem oldugunu disunerek yanilgi icindedir. Bu yiazden Glney’in “Evrensel” (Universal)
karsisinda “Puluriversal” anlayisi yenilikcidir. Basta Kolombiyali antropolog Arturo Escobar tarafindan
savunulan kalkinma karsiti gorusler, farkliliklari dnemseyen, iliskisel bakisa sahip olma acisindan énem
kazanmaktadir. Latin Amerikan toplumsal hareketleri, iklim gdé¢cmenlerini anlamada rasyonel yerine
iliskisel duruslari ile son derece degerlidir ve g6z ardi edilemez.

Aslinda Latour yazilarinda, “politik ekoloji” veya “iklim aciliyetleri” (climate emergency) manifestolarinin
basarili olmadiginin da altini ¢izer. Ona gore, “Terrestrial” yani Uzerinde yasadigimiz Diinya, toplum
yerine, doganin merkezi rol oynamasina izin verdigimiz takdirde ancak yasanabilirligini strddrebilir.
Unutmayalim ki, cevresel hareketler de ekolojik veya modernite yanlisi baska ikiliklere de yol acmaktadir.
Ekolojik hareketler yesil savascilida kadar varirken, modernite yanlilari da daha ¢ok insan haklar veya
ekonomi lehine distinmektedir. Latour tim bu tir yazilarinda “Sifir Karbon Salinimi”’na (Zero Co2
emission), 2050 yilina kadar variimasina duyulan ihtiyaci belirtmistir.



Aslinda Birlesmis Milletler Raporunun (2018) dikkat ceken dnemli yond, cografi ve cevresel faktorlerle
ortaya cikan iklim gocinin, ekonomik ve politik istikrarsizliklar kadar esitsizliklerin de artmasina
katkl yapaca@i yonindeki kaygilardir. Konu hem go¢ edenleri hem de g6¢ edilen tlke vatandaslarini
ilgilendirdiginden olasi iskan plan ve politikalarinin, gdcten etkilenecek topluluklarla birlikte karar
verilmesi de s6z konusu raporda ele alinan noktalardir.

Sonuc¢ olarak iklim degisiklikleri, gd¢ ve multecilik kavramlarinin 6zellikle kesisimsel ve dolayisiyla
iliskisel olarak ele alan kuramsal veya ampirik interdisipliner calismalara Dergimizin acik olugunu ve bu
tar yazilan bekledigimizi belirtmek isterim.

Uctincti sayimizda dergimize gelen yazilarda artis olmasi bizi son derece mutlu etmektedir. Ote yandan
Uzerimize dlseni layikiyla yapma arzusuyla Dergimizin ulusal ve uluslararasi endekslerce taranmasi
icin caba sarfettigimizi ve 6nemli asamalar kaydettigimizi memnuniyetle ifade etmek isterim. Bu
kapsamda Dergimiz ikinci sayisindan itibaren “EuroPub” ve “Directory of Research Journals Indexing”
veritabanlarinda taranmaya baslamistir.

Son olarak, Merkez Mudur Yardimcimiz Dr. Olgu Karan’in Akra'da, Gana Universitesi tarafindan
Ekim 2022’de dizenlenen “Perspectives on Inequalities: Challenges and Prospects for Sustainable
Development Before, During and After Covid-19” temali uluslararasi toplantiya katiliminin, gerek
Dergimize gerek Merkezimize yakin zamanda olumlu yansimalarini beklemekteyiz. Ozellikle, Gana
Universitesi Go¢ Calismalari Merkezi ile Baskent Universitesi Go¢ Arastirmalari Merkezimiz arasinda
ivedilikle bir protokol imzalanmasi dilegimizdir. Boylelikle Universitemizin uluslararasilasma hedeflerine
de hizmet etmis olacagimizi disinmekteyiz.

Bu sayida da her zamanki ilgi ve destegini esirgemeyen Kurucu Rektérimiiz ve Baskent Universitesi
Ust Kurul Baskani seckin bilim insani Prof.Dr. Mehmet Haberal’a minnet ve stikranlarimizi sunariz.

Ayni sekilde Dergimizin sahibi Prof. Dr. Ali Haberal ve Rektér yardimcimiz Prof. Dr. Abdulkadir
Varoglu’na da buglne kadar gdsterdikleri anlayis ve hosgdriden dolayi tesekkir ederiz.

Ayrica yeni Rektérimaz cok degerli bilim insani Prof. Dr. Haldun Maderrisogluna da, yayin hayatimiza
surdirmede bizden desteklerini esirgemeyecekleri inanciyla saygilar sunariz.

Prof. Dr. Aytiil Kasapoglu



PREFACE

Recently, some issues have gained more priority in migration studies, which have an interdisciplinary
feature. So much so that today, since climate changes have turned into disasters and started to cause
migration, they have started to be dealt with in relation to each other.

While addressing global environmental problems, the first initiative to link climate change and migration
is the report titled “Rebuilding and Enhancing Programs to Resettle Refugees and Planning for the
Impact of Climate Change on Migration” prepared by the US government (2021).

According to The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), between 2008 and 2016,
an average of 21 million people will migrate forcibly every year due to climate change causing drought,
floods and fires. It is also predicted that by 2050, nearly 150 million people will migrate from their
countries in Africa, South Asia and Latin America.

Obviously, analyzes based on dichotomies such as natural and cultural, global and local are insufficient
to understand and explain the risk society. Likewise, many legal regulations, especially the Geneva
Convention adopted in the 1950s, are far from meeting today's needs. In addition, all countries will be
on the side of the losers when they act with populist views that only protect their national interests.

Due to the fact that the factors and effects of global warming are not only natural, sociologists have also
made theoretical contributions. It is necessary to mention here the French thinker Bruno Latour, who is
also known as the most important climate scientist of our age, who passed away on October 9, 2022.

According to Latour, a world in which the differences between the natural and the cultural disappears is
a risk society. Risk therefore means that the natural and the cultural coexist as a hybrid. In fact, risks are
often human-made. Latour used the concept of “New Climate Regime” in his two most recent books,
“Down to Earth : Politics in the New Climatic Regime” (2018) and “Facing Gaia: Eight Lectures in the
New Climate Regime” (2017).

Latour mentions that there is no difference between local and global in these works. Because the issue
of climate is both a global and a local problem co-exist. In his last book, Latour also makes philosophical
discussions about climate. He even proposes "Terrestial" as a new concept to represent the New World,
together with a new geopolitical organization. This actually means “The Earth We Live On” in French.
According to him, not only human beings but also many species live together on Earth. This is why
Latour wants to reassemble the social. In other words, it is inevitable to redefine the society with all its



plant, animal, organic-inorganic components without limiting the concept of social to only human. He
compares this attempt to the liberation of physics from the Ether Theory with Einstein's contributions.

Climate change issues have been on the agenda of the whole world since the 1980s. However, systematic
initiatives in this regard are quite new. For example, in the United Nations in 2007, the issue was brought
to the agenda by the UK and discussed in a holistic framework with both natural and human dimensions.
The most important feature of this report is the use of the term “environmental refugees” for the first
time.

Undoubtedly, the most important problem is the uncertainty of the legal and social status of those who
migrate due to changes in environmental conditions. For example, it is unclear whether climate-related
migrants will be recognized as refugees as well as environmental or climate refugees. Therefore, the
definitions made about the legal status of refugees determine the human security-insecurity axis by
drawing the legal protection framework.

The Geneva Convention, signed in 1951, actually defines the legal status of refugees. However, in this
definition, natural or global environmental problems such as drought, flood, desertification or hunger,
famine, epidemic are not mentioned in any way.

On the other hand, the concepts of environment and refugee are combined in academic writings or civil
society documents and called "environmental refugee” or "climate refugee”. For example, the concept
of “environmental refugee” was used for the first time 46 years ago by the American environmentalist
Lester Russell Brown, founder of the World Watch Institution, in 1976. Ten years later, the concept of
environmental refugee was defined in the United Nations environmental report. It is observed that
concepts such as induced-displaced persons are also used. In the report, environmental refugees are
mentioned as individuals who have to leave their country because of risks that will endanger their
existence.

In this context, we see "climate refugees” as a concept defined at a secondary level under the
general title of "environmental refugees”. On the other hand, there are some classifications as to
whether displacement due to climate is temporary or permanent. Due to the risks not foreseen by
the international legislation, people make forced migration and leave their habitats temporarily or
permanently. Unfortunately, the fact that environmental damage is not explicitly listed in the Geneva
Convention prevents these immigrants from being legally recognized as refugees.



However, since nothing can be more valuable than human life, this outdated convention must be
abandoned. On the other hand, just as countries like Turkey avoid accepting even those who come
with forced migration as refugees because they do not comply with the legislation, many nation-
states are delaying the necessary initiatives by being afraid of the economic, social, cultural and
political obligations that these immigrants will bring. As a matter of fact, even the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHRC) uses the concept of EDPs (Environmentally Displaced Person)
instead of the concepts of climate refugee or environmental refugee, unfortunately, quite vaguely under
the 1951 Geneva convention.

Undoubtedly, it is both possible and necessary to criticize developmental modernist views on
migration because of conservative ideological assumptions. Because developmental projects assume
that developed Western countries have the theoretical and technical knowledge to develop other
less developed countries, and they even have intentions to colonize other countries. In fact, the West
is wrong to think that nature is a single system with one world perspective. Therefore, the South's
understanding of "Puluriversal” versus "Universal” is undoubtedly more innovative. Anti-development
views, also advocated by Colombian anthropologist Arturo Escobar, are important in terms of having
a relational perspective that cares about differences. Latin American social movements are extremely
valuable in understanding climate migrants with their relational rather than rational stance.

In fact, Latour also stated that the “political ecology” or “climate emergency” manifestos were not
successful. According to him, the "terrestrial”, that is, the Earth we live on, can only survive if we allow
nature to play a central role.

Unfortunately , ecological movements also give rise to other ecological or modernist dualities. While
ecological movements reach as far as green militarism, modernists care more about human rights or
the economy. Therefore, Latour pointed out that in all such climate writings, Zero Co2 emission should
be reached by 2050. On the other hand, we should not forget that the Global South, which contributes
the least to global warming caused by carbon emissions, contains the countries most affected by
climate change. With a population of over 1 billion, Africa, where 15% of the world's population lives, is
responsible for only 3% of the global gas emissions that triggered the climate crisis. In fact, 13 million
people in Somalia, Djibouti, Ethiopia, Eritrea, South Sudan, Kenya and Uganda in the Horn of Africa are
struggling with hunger and thirst due to the drought caused by climate change.

In fact, the most striking aspect of the United Nations Report is that climate migration, which is caused
by geographical and environmental factors, will contribute to the increase of inequalities as well as
economic and political instability. Since the issue concerns both the immigrants and the citizens of
the country of immigration, it is also included in the report that possible relocation plans and policies
should be decided together with the communities that will be affected by migration.



In conclusion, | would like to state that our Journal is eager to publish theoretical or empirical
interdisciplinary studies that deal with the concepts of climate change, migration and refugee, especially
in an intersectional and therefore relational manner.

The increase in the number of articles in our third issue motivates us. On the other hand, | would like
to express that with the desire to do our part properly, we have made an effort to have our Journal
included in national and international indexes, and we have made significant progress. In this context,
our journal has beenincluded in the "EuroPub" and "Directory of Research Journals Indexing" databases
since its second issue.

In addition, our Deputy Center Director Dr. Olgu Karan attended the international meeting "Perspectives
on Inequalities: Challenges and Prospects for Sustainable Development Before, During and After
Covid-19" organized by the University of Ghana/ Accra in October 2022. On this occasion, we expect
a protocol to be signed immediately between Ghana University Migration Studies Center and Baskent
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internationalization goals of our University.
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wishing his various contributions to continue.

Likewise, we would like to thank our previous Rector and the owner of our Journal, Prof. Dr. Ali Haberal,
and our vice-rector, Prof. Dr Abdulkadir Varoglu, for their understanding, tolerance and contribution to

date.
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