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EDITORDEN

Nisan 2024 sayimiz ¢ikarken Tlrkiye’nin yasadidi en 6nemli olay 31 Mart tarihli yerel secimler oldu. Siyaset
her zamanki gibi her diizeyde 6nemli bir faktor olarak hayatimizi etkiledi. Trkiye’deki yerel secimlerle
ilgili sadece ulusal degil uluslararasi iliskileri de ilgilendiren yorumlar yapildi. S6z gelimi ABD ve AB
arasindaki gergin iliskilerin ya da savasin kazananinin AB oldugu sdylendi. Bunun temel nedeni olarak
da AB’nin gdcmenler icin tampon gorevi géren Tlrkiye'yi ve dolayisiyla da  muhalefeti desteklemesi
gosterildi. Kaybeden ise, Turkiye’yi 6nce stratejik ortak olarak gdren ama daha sonra glvenlik dncelikli
politikalari nedeniyle Orta-Dogu’nun Jandarmasina indirgeyen ve dolayisiyla iktidari destekleyen ABD
oldu.

ABD ve israil ittifakina hayir diyemeyen AKP iktidari, dzellikle kendinin de icinden ciktigi Milli Goriis’ten
filizlenen partiler tarafindan radikal sekilde elestirilirken muhafazakar secmenin de tepkisini cekti.
Nitekim sandiga gitmeyen 14 milyon se¢cmenin 6zellikle Gazze’de Israil ‘in siddet uygulamalarini ret eden
ve aslinda iktidar partisine gecmiste oy verenler oldugu yorumlari halen sirmekte.

Gecen yil Kasim 2023 ¢ikan Dergimizin sunus yazisinda detayli olarak tartistigim gibi, Filistin ve Gazze’de
Israil tarafindan kendi topraklarinda gécmen stattistine dusurtlerek 6ldaralen toplam Filistinli  sayisi
33.000’1 asarken, bunlar arasinda yer alan 16.000’e yakin savunmasiz cocuk ve genc de acimasizca
katledildi. Iktidarin artik gizli saklisi kalmayan Israil yanlisi politikalari, ekonomik aslinda ticari temelli
iliskileri, glincel tartismalarda yerini alarak cok elestirildigi halde bizzat en Ust yonetim tarafindan ne
yazik ki duymazliktan gelinmeye devam ediyor. Herkes israil’e ihra¢ edilen demir ve celigin oyuncak dedgil,
Filistinlileri 6ldtren silahlarin yapiminda kullanildigini biliyor ve bunu yapan ticcarlari engellemeyen
hikumeti protesto ediyor. Ticaret Bakanliginin 9 Nisan 2024 tarihli 53 Urtne ticaret yasadi karari ise, cok
gecikmis ve bir anlamda da bugiine kadar israil ‘e verilen destegin kabulii olarak da elestirilerden payin
almaya devam ediyor. Turkiye’nin ihracatinda basta ABD ve AB lkeleri ilk sirayr alirken Filistinlileri gbce
zorlayan Israil’in sadece 13.sirada yer aldigini bilmek de yarar var.

Bu badlamda yerel secimlerin gé¢menler (zerinde etkilerini degerlendirmek istedigimizde dncelikle
Turkiye’nin sosyo-ekonomik gériinimine de dikkatlice bakmamiz gerekiyor. ilk bakista dikkati ceken
sey yabanci ve gocmen dismanhgini da besleyen kentlerde derin yoksullugun artmasidir. Bu aslinda
cocuklarin a¢ yataga gitmesi, beslenemedikleri icin boylarinin kisalmasi da demektir. Kirda da kuskusuz
gecim derdi blylk ve ciftci Gretim yapamaz halde olsa da kentler dncelik tasimaktadir. Biliyoruz ki,
Tirkiye’de yaklasik 20 milyona yakin hane var ve hane bilyiiklugi ortalamasi 3.8. Ote yandan cogu
kentlerde yasayan 19 milyon vatandas merkezi ve yerel yonetimlerden farkh sekillerde sosyal yardim
alarak hayatta kalmaya calisiyor. AB’de ortalama %9 olan asgari Ucretli orani Tlrkiye’de %57’e ulasmis



durumda. Yine cogunlugu kentlerde yasayan 16 milyon emeklinin 10.000 TL ortalama maas ile yoksulluga
mahkum edildigi gizlenemiyor. Hatta emeklilerden 10 milyondan fazlasinin gecinebilmek icin ikinci is
yaptigi degerlendirilmekte. Ne yazik ki, enflasyon rakamlariyla oynanarak calisan ve emeklilerin tcretleri
kasith olarak distrilmus bulunuyor. Oyle ki, bazi yilksek gelirliler haricinde halkimiz, resmen ekonomik
devlet politikalari cercevesinde fakirlestirilmis olup satin alma gucleri adeta sifir ya da yok dizeyine
indirilmis durumda. Cok sayida hane ev kiralarini 6deyemez halde ve daha uygun barinma kosullari
ararken kent ici veya kentler arasi go¢ yasiyor.

Ote yandan Afet Bolgesi ilan edilen 18 ilde yasayan yaklasik 18 milyon niifusu dogrudan etkileyen 6 Subat
2023 tarihli Kahramanmaras merkezli deprem de aslinda tim Tarkiye’yi derinden sarsmis bulunuyor.
Resmi makamlarca, ilk hafta 2.2 milyon; 1 Mart 2023 de ise 3.3 milyon kisinin cesitli mesafeler icinde
goc ettigi aciklaniyor. Ayrica afet bdlgesi, Turkiye’deki en fazla gecici koruma altindaki gé¢cmeni
barindirdigindan onlarin afetten etkilenme oranlari da yerli nifusun iki katint asmis bulunuyor (%47).
Gerek kentler arasi gerek kent iclerinde aktif veya pasif yerli veya yabanci gd¢cmenler- ki artik onlarin
tuma zorunlu gdé¢men kabul edilmek durumundalar- 14 aydir hala istikrarsiz bir yasam mucadelesi icinde
olup gelecek planlari yapamaz durumdalar. Ancak 31 Mart itibariyle Afet Bélgesindeki illerde gdzlenen
siyasi tercih degisikliklerine bagli olarak daha sosyal adalet temelli yerel ydnetim anlayisi uygulamalarina
gecildiginde yerli ve gd¢cmen iliskilerinin de olumlu etkilenmesi olasiligi cok yiksek olmasa da vardir.

Ekonomik kosullar, tencerenin bos olmasi kuskusuz muhalefetin oylarin artmasinda énemli rol oynamis
olsa da sosyolojik kavramlarla yorumlamaya calisacagimiz daha bircok meselemiz bulunmaktadir.
Bunlarin basinda Bourdieu’nun sembolik siddet kavrami gelmektedir. En basta iktidarin “Oy Yoksa Hizmet
de Yok” slogani bircok vatandasimizi  cok rahatsiz etmistir. Ayrica  Althusser’den esinlenerek ifade
etmek gerekirse, parti devletinin ideolojik aygitlari basta medya, egitim ve aile olmak Uzere kullanmasi,
Istanbul Sézlesmesinden bir gecede ani kararla cikmasi, hukukun askiya alinmasi, mahkeme kararlarinin
uygulanmamasl, cok sayida secilmis yerel yoneticinin yerine kayyum atanmasi da aslinda sembolik
siddettir. Cok partili parlamenter sistem yerine getirilen Partili Cumhurbaskanlidi Sistemi de bizatihi
sembolik siddetin cok yerde siklikla uygulanmasina zemin hazirlamaktadir demek yanlis olmasa gerektir.
Tum bu kosularla altinda 6zellikle kentlerde yasayan, yoksulluktan ezilen, cemaat-tarikat-ticaret ittifaklar
veonlarin egitime baskisini elestiren gerek laik gerek muhafazakar kesimden aydinlar, emekciler, emekliler,
gencler, kadinlar veya cinsel ydnelimi farkli olanlar gibi daha bir cok vatandas “demokrasi” ve “refah” icin
birlesmislerdir. Onlar, Gramsci’ nin deyimiyle iktidarin g6z( kapal her kosulda sdzciliguni yapan s6zde
sanatcl, gazeteci ve entelektiellerden olusan “organik aydinlar” toplulugunun tam karsisinda “tarihsel
blok” olarak sahnede yerlerini almislardir. Nitekim onlarin son yerel secimlerde parti ve liderlerini
asan “kent ittifak” denilen bir distince ve eylem birligine ulastiklari ya da “tarihsel blok” olusturduklar
soylenebilir.



Aslinda burada kendiliginden Alman sosyolog Jurgen Habermas'in “yasam alani” (life world) ve
“oydasma” (concensus) kavramlarindan yararlanmak olanagimiz bulunmaktadir. Genis halk kesimleri,
laik veya muhafazakar, Alevi veya Stnni, Turk veya Kirt, calisan veya emekli, genc¢ veya vasli, kadin
veya erkek olmaktan kaynaklanan yapay ikili karsitliklarini askiya alarak, hep birlikte 6zellikle istanbul’da
aclkca gozlenen bu kent ittifakinda yer almayi basarmislardir. Bu durum tek tek alindiginda fazla etki
yaratmayan farkli sosyo-kultirel ve demografik 6zellikteki kimliklerin birbiriyle kent ittifaki denilen bir
tarihsel blok halinde “kesisimsel” ve “iliskisel” bir tarzda ortak hareketi, iktidara kaybettirirken muhalefete
de kazandirmis gértinmektedir. Nitekim birbirinden cok farkl kesimler bir yandan gecim sikintisini bir
yandan da yasam dinyalarina midahale edilmesini adeta protesto etmisler, iktidari uyarmislardir. Bu
konuda iktidarin muhalefeti ikinci Gezi olaylari ve terdrist suclamalari ise artik ciddiye alinmamaktadir.

Melvin Seeman’in yabancilasma bilesenleri olarak saydidi dzellikler acisindan degerlendirdigimizde ise, 31
Mart bir doniim noktasidir ve artik bu tarihten itibaren gui¢siz kilinan (powerlessness) , yasami anlamsiz
bulan (meaninglessness) veya anomik (normlessness) bicimde kendine zulmedenlere tepki veremeyen
toplumun ve dolayisiyla vatandaslarimizin, gercekte kendisinden cok farkli olmayan, baski ve siddetten
kacan, yasam savasl veren gocmenlere daha sempatik bakmasi ve Gtekilestirmekten vazge¢mesi olanak
ve olasilig daha yuksek gérinmektedir. Cliinkt daha iyi anlatildiginda gorilecedi gibi, gd¢cmen emeginin
degerli oldugu ve basta tarim ve hayvancilik olmak Uzere bircok sektdorde dnemli katkilar sagladigi bir
gercektir.

Ote yandan halk yerine sosyal faktérleri 6n plana ¢ikardigi anlasilan muhalefet bilesenlerinin de sosyal
demokrat ilkeler ¢ercevesinde sadece Uretimde dedil, bolisimde de sosyal adaleti saglamak amaciyla
projeler yapacadi aciktir. Clnkd, emegin 6rgitli micadelesinde yerli ve gocmen ayrimi yapiimamasi
biling ve iradesi ortaya ¢ikabilirse bu kuskusuz herkesin kazanci olacaktir. Ozellikle sosyal giivenceye
sahip yerli ve gdcmen emedi icin sendikal 6rgutlenmeler is- barisini da saglayacak potansiyele sahiptir.

Sonug¢ olarak, uluslararasi iliskileri dahi etkileme glciine sahip oldugu tartisilan 31 Mart 2024 Yerel
Secimlerinin Tlrkiye’de yasayan 10 milyonu asan uluslararasi gé¢men kadar, ekonomik, sosyal ve kiltdrel
nedenlerle strekli hareket halinde kentler arasi veya kent iclerinde veya Ulkeler arasinda yer degistiren
yerli ntfus UGzerindeki olasi etkilerinin arastirildigr makalelere de Dergimiz her zaman oldudu gibi
kapilarini acmistir.  Aktivist, gdcmen dostu Amerikalilardan W.E.B. Du Bois ve M.Burawoy gibi sosyal
adalet saglamak icin halk sosyolojisi yapmak bugiin hepimizi daha fazla ilgilendirmektedir. Ozellikle
de politika yonelimli, sorun odakl ¢alismalari yapmak ve yayinlamak icin zaman uygun gériinmektedir.
Bu cercevede iliskisel sosyolojik, 6zct olmayan farkliliklari zenginlik olarak gdren; belirsizlikler kadar
gocmenlik gibi esiksellikleri (liminal durumlart) ve 31 Mart gibi doniim noktalarini (turning points)
calismak her zaman oldugu gibi bugln de 6ncelik tasimaktadir.



Her zaman bilyik destegini gérdugimiiz Baskent Universitesi Kurucu Rektérimiiz, cok degerli bilim
insani Sayin Prof. Dr. Mehmet Haberal’a minnet ve stkranlarinizi sunarken, ufkumuzu acan cok yonli
katkilarinin sirmesini dilerim

Dergimizin sahibi, Egitim Koordinatérimiz Sayin Prof. Dr. Mehmet Abdulkadir Varoglu'na bize
sagladiklari 6zglr calisma ortami basta olmak (izere tim degerli katkilari icin tesekkir ederim.

Son olarak yazilar ile Dergimizi destekleyen yazarlarimiza, hakemlerimize, editérlerimize ve teknik
ekibimize dzverili katkilarindan dolayi tesekkir ederim.

Aytiil Kasapoglu
Nisan 2024



FROM THE EDITOR

While the April 2024 issue of our Journal was coming out, one of the most important events that Turkey
experienced was undoubtedly the local elections on March 31. Politics has again affected our lives as an
important factor at every level. So much so that many comments were made about the local elections
in Turkey, concerning not only national but also international relations. For example, it was said that the
winner of the tense relations or war between the USA and the EU was clearly the EU. One of the main
reasons for this was cited as the EU's support for Turkey, which acts as a buffer for immigrants. The loser
was the USA, which, although first seeing Turkey as a strategic partner, later reduced it to the guardian
of the Middle East due to its security-first policies.

The AKP government, which is close to the US and Israel alliance, was criticized radically by the right-
wing parties, especially those fed by the National Vision, from which it emerged, and also attracted the
reaction of conservative voters. As a matter of fact, discussions still continue that the 14 million voters
who did not go to the polls were those who rejected Israel's violent practices, especially in Gaza, and
who, according to some evaluations, had voted for the AKP in the past.

As | discussed in detail in our Journal published in November 2023 last year, the total number of
Palestinians killed in Gaza by Israel, who were reduced to immigrant status on their own land, exceeded
33,000. Among them, nearly 16,000 defenseless children and young people were brutally murdered.
The Government's pro-Israel policies, which are now known to everyone, and its economic and, in fact,
commercial-based relations, have taken their place in current discussions and are heavily criticized.
However, unfortunately, these continue to be ignored by the government. Everyone knows that the
iron and steel exported to Israel are not used to make toys, but to make weapons that kill Palestinians.
Many people and organizations are protesting against the government that does not prevent those who
engage in this trade. The decision of the Ministry of Commerce to ban trade on 53 products dated April
9, 2024 is a long overdue measure. Moreover, in a sense, it cannot escape criticism as an admission of
the support given to Israel so far.

In this context, while it becomes important to evaluate the effects of local elections on forced migrants,
we must first look carefully at Turkey's socio-economic conditions. What is striking at first glance is
the increase in deep poverty in cities, which is a factor that feeds hostility towards foreigners and
immigrants. This actually means that children go to bed hungry, and their height becomes shorter
because they cannot eat healthily. Even though livelihood problems are undoubtedly great in rural
areas of our country and farmers are unable to produce, cities have priority. We know that there are
approximately 20 million households in Turkey and the average household size is close to four. On the



other hand, 19 million citizens of the Republic of Turkey, most of whom live in cities, are trying to survive
by receiving different forms of economic support from central and local governments. Unfortunately,
the minimum wage rate, which is 9% on average in the EU, has reached 57% in Turkey. It is known that
16 million retired citizens, most of whom live in cities, are condemned to poverty with an average salary
of 10,000 TL. In fact, there are reports that more than 10 million retirees work second jobs to make
ends meet. On the other hand, the wages of employees and retirees have been deliberately reduced by
manipulating inflation figures. So much so that, except for some high-income earners, our people have
been officially impoverished within the framework of economic state policies. The purchasing power of
the majority has been reduced to almost zero or non-existent. Many households are no longer able to
pay their rent, which cannot be hidden. Many families migrate within or between cities while looking for
more suitable and cheaper housing conditions.

On the other hand, the Kahramanmaras-centered earthquake of February 6, 2023, which directly
affected 18 million population by expanding the Disaster Area from 11 to 18 cities, has actually deeply
shaken the whole of Turkey. Official authorities report that 2.2 million people migrated over various
distances in the first week and 3.3 million on March 1, 2023. In addition, since the disaster area hosts the
highest number of migrants under temporary protection in Turkey, their disaster-affected rate is more
than twice the local population, at 47%. All active or passive local or foreign migrants, both intercity
and inner city, are considered forced immigrants. Most of this population has been struggling for an
unstable life for 14 months and is unable to make future plans. However, as of March 31, changes in
political preferences observed in the provinces in the Disaster Region have emerged. Depending on
this situation, if a more social justice-based local government approach can be implemented, there is a
possibility that relations between the local population and immigrants will be positively affected.

Although economic conditions, hunger and poverty undoubtedly played an important role in increasing
the opposition's votes, we have many other issues that can be interpreted with sociological concepts.
One of these may be Bourdieu's concept of symbolic violence. First of all, the government's slogan "No
Votes, No Service" attracted the reaction of many of our citizens. In addition, to define it inspired by
Althusser, AKP, that is, the party state, uses ideological devices, especially the media, education and
family. In addition, there is a sudden decision to withdraw from the Istanbul Convention overnight, the
suspension of the law, non-implementation of court decisions, and the appointment of trustees in place
of many elected local administrators. All of this is actually a kind of symbolic violence, as Bourdieu
defines it. It would not be wrong to say that the Party Presidential System, which has been replaced by a
multi-party parliamentary system in Turkey since 2018, also paves the way for the frequent application
of symbolic violence in many places.



In fact, those who come together are especially those living in cities, oppressed by poverty, criticizing
the pressure on education by community-sect-trade alliances, intellectuals from both secular and
conservative segments, laborers, retirees, young people, women or those with different sexual
orientations. They are united for “democracy” and “prosperity”.

They took their place on the stage as a "historical bloc", in Gramsci's words, directly opposite the
"organic intellectuals” community consisting of so-called artists, journalists and intellectuals who were
the spokesmen of the government. Thus, in the last local elections, a unity of thought and action called
the "city alliance", that is, a "historical bloc", emerged that went beyond the parties and their leaders.

In fact, here we have the opportunity to benefit from Jurgen Habermas' concepts of "life world" and
"concensus". Large groups of people, regardless of the binary oppositions arising from being secular
or conservative, Alevi or Sunni, Turkish or Kurdish, working or retired, young or old, male or female,
have managed to take part in this city alliance, which is especially clearly observed in Istanbul. This
situation is a joint movement of different socio-cultural and demographic identities, which do not
create much impact when taken individually, in an intersectional and relational manner, as a historical
block called urban or city alliance, and clearly caused the government to lose, but also gained to the
opposition. As a matter of fact, very different groups of people warned the government by expressing
their financial difficulties on the one hand and opposing the intervention in the life world on the other.
The government's labeling of citizens as terrorists by reminding the opposition of the Second Gezi
Events is no longer taken seriously.

On the other hand, when we evaluate it in terms of the features that alienation theorist Melvin
Seeman lists as components of alienation, March 31is a turning point. It is time for the society, which
continues to vote for those who have been rendered powerless, meaningless, or who see themselves
anomically normlessness, to stop and think. Indeed, it seems more likely that Turkish people will be
more sympathetic to immigrants who are not very different from themselves, who are escaping from
oppression and violence, and who are fighting for their lives, and will stop marginalizing them. Because,
as can be seen when explained better, it is a fact that immigrant labor is valuable in Turkey and makes
significant contributions to many sectors, especially agriculture and animal husbandry.

On the other hand, it can be expected that the opposition components, which are now understood to
emphasize social factors, will work to ensure social justice not only in production but also in distribution,
within the framework of social democratic principles. Because, if the awareness of not discriminating
between locals and immigrants can emerge in the organized struggle of labor, this is undoubtedly
important as a gain for everyone. Unionization of local and immigrant workers, especially those with
social security, has the potential to ensure labor peace



As a result, the Local Elections of March 31, 2024, which are argued to have the power to affect even
international relations, are extremely important. It is worth investigating the possible effects on the
domestic population, which is constantly on the move between cities or within cities or between
countries, as well as the more than 10 million international immigrants living in Turkey, for economic,
social and cultural reasons.

In this context, our journal, as always, has opened its doors to articles that examine and research
immigration issues from multiple perspectives. On the other hand, we can also mention activist,
immigrant-friendly Americans W.E.B. Du Bois and M.Burawoy here. They do “public sociology” to ensure
social justice, which concerns all of us more today. The time seems particularly suitable for producing
and publishing policy and problem-oriented studies. In this context, relational sociology sees non-
essentialist differences as richness; studying liminal situations such as immigration and turning points
such as March 3l1st, as well as uncertainties, and of course making publications, are priorities today, as
always.

First of all, | would like to express my gratitude to Prof. Dr. Mehmet Haberal, the Founding Rector of
Baskent University, and hope that his versatile contributions that broaden our horizons will continue.

| would like to thank Prof.Dr. Abdulkadir Varoglu, the owner of our Journal and Education Coordinator
of Baskent University , for all his valuable contributions, especially the freedom he provided us.

Finally, | would like to thank our referees, editors and technical team, especially our authors who support
our journal with their articles.
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